We have determined the activities of serum angiotensin converting enzyme (SACE), ceruloplasmin (SCP), and lactic dehydrogenase (SLDH) in anthracosilicosis and anthracosilicotuberculosis in order to see if any biochemical changes take place and to find laboratory indices for the early diagnosis and evaluation of the treatment in patients with anthracosilicosis and anthracosilicotuberculosis.
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Subjects and methods

SUBJECTS
On the basis of changes seen in the chest x ray films 95 male anthracosilicotic patients were recruited with the study. They included 24 suspected cases, 25 cases in category 1, 24 in category 2, and 22 in category 3. In addition, the study included 20 cases of anthracosilicotuberculosis. The ages of the subjects ranged from 32 to 73 (mean 48-7 +±9.1) with a working life from six to 34 years (mean 12-8 + 4 8) and all had been exposed to both silica and coal dust in coal mines. The mean and standard deviations were calculated for each variable; comparison between the different groups was carried out using Student's I test for unpaired data.
Results
The results are shown in tables 1 and 2. Serum ACE, ceruloplasmin, and LDH in anthracosilicosis and anthracosilicotuberculosis 
